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Zhang Xiaoshen, whose given name is 'Chaoxi', was born in 1958.
Xiaoshen is a calligrapher and painter in Chinese style monochrome
watercolor. He is a highly accomplished researcher in Chinese letters, and
he teaches calligraphy at University of Science and Technology Beijing.
Xiaoshen also serves as the vice-director of the Future Research in Chinese
Cultural and Economic Exchange Center. His abstract paintings have been
collected by the museum of former president of the United States, George
Bush, as well as by several foreign professional art institutions and
individuals. He developed a teaching method that simplifies the learning of
Chinese calligraphy without excessive requirements for training in
fundamentals. The system made a huge splash with foreign students, so
much so that some Italian students organized a Chinese study group that
took a special trip to China to learn calligraphy. Each student who
participated in this activity mastered the basics of brush grip and writing

form and ultimately presented calligraphy of substantial quality.
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Chancellor’s Message

Josai University Educational Corporation set up International Modern Poetry
Center in 2015. Since then, we have concluded agreements with Peking University
Poetry Research Institute, Beijing Normal University and Capital Normal
University to promote the poetry research between China and Japan.

To celebrate the opening of the Modern Poetry International Symposium, we
have decided to hold the “Exhibition of Ink Paintings by Zhang Xiaoshen”.

Zhang Xiaoshen is a calligrapher and a painter in Chinese style monochrome
watercolor. He teaches calligraphy at the University of Science and Technology
Beijing and he serves as the vice-director of the Future Research in Chinese Cultural
and Economic Exchange Center. Zhang Xiaoshen is a highly accomplished
researcher in Chinese characters. After turning 50 year old, he is fascinated by
Chinese ink painting and that is when he started to draw. His works are
characterized by the running of ink and uninhibited blurring. Incorporating
line-drawing that borders hops between tradition and reality, he creates a new world
of ink painting.

We hope that you will enjoy Zhang Xiaoshen’ s ink painting masterpieces.

Mizuta Noriko

Chancellor, Josai University Educational Corporation
Director, Mizuta Museum of Art, Josai University
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I think that Zhang Xiaoshen's ink painting is refined, though the amplitude of ink is quite
tremendous and rich. His free and open-hearted brushstrokes release the vitality of deep
breaths as they wriggle, pulse, soar, and come crashing back down. The expansive space they
define creates a synergy with that life-force accompanied by a wondrous sense of awe. I know
Zhang as a moderate artist brimming over with gentleness and tolerance, with warmth in his
eyes. However, those eyes also make keen observations of the human condition. They peer at
human beings, into the depths of human existence, searching for their most profound limits.
They lay his foundation of realism yet simultaneously make full use of uninhibited blurring,
incorporating line-drawing that border hops in and out of abstraction: eyes that drag his

spectators into the abyss. And therein, the spirit and the fear of existence are be stowed.
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Conversation between Souls
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